


































ALYSSA'S PLASTIC WINGS 
By Mallri ce E. Cook, Bismarck, ND 

The voice over the in
tercom advised me that 
the call was for me. I said, 
"hello," and was greeted 
by, "Hi, this is Missy, (a 
former paralegal of the 
firm) , do you still have 
your airplane?" I said, 
"yes, I still have an air
plane," and asked her what 
she needed. She serves as 
a Den Mother for a group 
of first grade boys (Tiger 
Scouts). She has an ac
tivities book of suggested 
field trips that includes 
airports and airplanes and 
remembered that I was a 
pilot. We arranged for a 
Sunday afternoon "Tiger 
Scout" ground school at 
Bob Simmer's aircraft re
pair and hangar facility in 
Bismarck. 

The "Tigers" arrived 
with their parents, assort
ed other wee ones under 
six years old and Alyssa, 
the seven-year-old sister 
of one of the "Tigers." Bob 
had a C-lS2 in the other-

18 wise empty shop with the 
�~� cowl off and proceeded to 
'" do a walk-around brief
�~� ing. Alyssa was standing 
a back. I told her tha t flying 

:vasn't just for boys, but 
tli.a t a lot of girls learn to 
fly and become pilots. She 
didn' t say anything, but I 
knew she heard me. 

The briefing continued 
in the adjacent hangar that 
housed a variety of aircraft 
including both tricycle 
gear, tail draggers, myoId 
Seneca and my TR 182. At 
the end of the session, Bob 
handed out the AOPA plas
tic wings we got from the 

Aeronautics Commission. 
The wings have "Future 
Pilot" printed on them 
in gold letters. When he 
gave a pair to Alyssa her 
smile lit up the hangar. 
She unzipped her jacket 
and proceeded, without 
being told, to pin the 
wings to her shirt on the 
left side where wings are 
customarily worn. A tiny 
seed had been planted. 
Who knows, maybe some 
day because of the "Fu
ture Pilot" wings, she 
will be motivated to take 
at least one flying lesson. 
She might get hooked like 
the rest of us and become 
one of the next generation 
of pilots and fly a Mach 5+ 
Aero Space Plane. 

A. Scott Crossfield, of x
IS fame, has long been an 
active supporter of Civil 
Air Patrol's aerospace edu
cation program for grade 
school teachers. I asked 
him once if we shouldn't 
try to extend the program 
into high school. He said, 
"No." He was of the opin
ion that we need to get to 
them when they are little 
and are not preempted by 
the distractions that beset 
teenagers. I'm not about to 
question such an eminent 
authority. My favorite 
Crossfield quote regarding 
our youth is, "What is still 
left to do is boundless, un
limited, infinite, and there 
for them to do. There is no 
divine assignment to those 
who do things. The oppor
tuni ty is for all and prob
ably within the grasp of 
most. We must unburden 

our young folks of the idea 
of special people." 

Gary Ness advises me 
that the average age of 
a pilot in North Dakota 
is around 40 and getting 
older. Like everything 
else in life, the continued 
success of any enterprise, 
including general aviation, 
depends on what we do to
day. General aviation will 
continue or be abandoned 
by the youth of today, like 
those with whom we had 
the privilege of spending 
some time. We had the 
chance to give them a first 
hand exposure to flying 
machines and to a little bit 
about what makes them fly. 
Did we make a positive im
pression for aviation? Only 
time will tell. 

I'm sure the schools and 
youth groups in your area 
all look for programs of 
interest for their young 
people. Please consider 
inviting them to your air
port where they can get the 
chance to experience the 
fascina tion for airplanes 
you know and feel the 
sense of accomplishment 
that learning to fly and 
becoming a pilot can bring. 
An annual youth event 
wouldn't be a bad idea. 
Anyway, you are not only 
the best people I know to 
keep the general aviation 
tradition alive with our 
young folks, you are the 
only ones. 

Dakota 
Territory 
Air Museum 

The Dakota Territory 
Air Museum in Minot was 
founded in June of 1986 with 
the incorporators' dream and 
desire to provide the most 
comprehensive aviation facil
ity in the state and region. 
The Founder's Dream 

Plans were laid early that 
the museum would not only 
be a place to display famous 
military vintage aircraft, but 
would be a place in every 
way dedicated to telling 
and showing the rich, varied 
story of our region's aviation 
history. In the short time 
since the museum's dedica
tion, the members have built 
a solid foundation, establish
ing a working museum with 
aircraft, restoration projects 
and a role in the region's pro
motion of aviation activities 
and air shows. 
Forged and Looking Ahead 

The Dakota Territory Air 
Museum has already forged 
a place where the aviation 
country and imaginations 
probe the depths of travel 
into space; we realize the 
speed with which changes 
are coming in aviation. Many 
of us remember, so short a 
time ago, when flying itself 
pushed the boundaries of 
daring. It's a memory to be 
preserved. 

The history of these chang
es not only signifies the giant 
strides that have been so 
quickly made over the years, 
but also points out the very 
special opportunity we have 
now show our children and 
grandchildren what it was 
like, and point to what was 
done. The Dakota Territory 
Air Museum is dedicated to 
providing that opportunity. 



r-------------------------------------, 
IIExploring the Second Century of Flight" 

UPPER MIDWEST AVIATION SYMPOSIUM 

MARCH 7-9,2004 
Ramada Plaza Suites, Fargo, NO (701-277-9000) 

Pre-registration Form 
Please print or type 

Name of Participant ___ ----:--;---:-:-;-__ --:-_____ Spouse Name ___ ________ _ 
to be printed on name tag 

Address _ ____________ _____ _ Ci, ty _____ State _ _ _ .Zip __ _ 

Phone ________ ___ ___ __ E-Mail Address __________ _ ____ _ 

*Pre-Registration Fee: 
You must be a member of one organization and register for the Symposium 
Member ... ......... .......... ... ..... ........ .................... .. ......... ............................... ..... ..... ............. ..... .. .... .. . $75.00* _ ___ _ 
Spouse ..... .. .............................. ...................................................... ........ ... ... .................................... $20.00, ____ _ 
Awards/Hall of Fame Banquet.. ................................................. .......... .. .. .. .... .. $20.00 x no.= ____ _ 

Organizational Dues: (circle amounts) 
AAND - Airport Association of North Dakota 

General Aviation Airport .............................................................. ..... ........ .. .......................... $25.00 _ _ __ _ 
Regional Commercial Service Airports ................................... .......................................... $100.00 ____ _ 
Primary Commercial Service Airports ................................... ............. .. ... ................... .. ... . $200.00 ____ _ 
Associate Membership (Non-Voting) ........ .................................... .................................... .. $50.00 ____ _ 

NDAAA - North Dakota Agricultural Aviation Association 
Operator Member (chief pilot/ owner) ......................................... ..................................... $100.00 ____ _ 
Pilot / Associate Member ................... ..... ......... .. ... .. ... ..... .............. .. ... .. ... .. ... ... .. ............. ........ $20.00 ____ _ 
PAASS Program for NDAAA members ......................................................... .. ........ ........... $50.00 ____ _ 
PAASS Program for non-NDAAA members ............ .................................................... .. .. $150.00 ____ _ 

NDAA - North Dakota Aviation Association 
Membership (voting) ........................... ... .. ........ .................. ............................... .................... $25.00 _ ___ _ 
Associate Member (non-voting) ... ... ............. ........ .. ... ... .. .. ... .. ... ... ....... ............. ... .. .... .... ..... ... $10.00, _ _ __ _ 

NDFF - North Dakota Flying Farmers .................................................................................. $65.00, ____ _ 
NDPA - North Dakota Pilot's Association 

Membership (voting) .................... .......... ..... .................. .......... .................. ............................ $12.00, ____ _ 
Associate Member (non-voting) ......... ..... ............................................................................. $10.00, ____ _ 

NDPAMA - North Dakota Professional Aviation Mechanics Association 
Membership (voting) .................. .. ............................... .......... .. ........ ........ ........ .. ... ............. .... $20.00 _ ___ _ 
Associate Member (non-voting) ... .... ... .. ... .. ... ... .. .. ... ........ .. ..... ........................ .. .................... $10.00 ____ _ 

NDSAA - North Dakota Sports Aviation Association & Experimental Aviation Association 
(Includes national and Local Dues) .. ........ ... ..... ... .. ... .. ..... .................. ..... ............. ... ..... ........ $55.00 ____ _ 

NDAAM - North Dakota Association of Aircraft Museums ............................................ $35.00 ____ _ 

GRAND TOTAL $ ___ _ 

Do not mail registration form after February 27, 2004 
Mail to: Jim Lawler, 4492 Hwy 6, Mandan, North Dakota 58554 

Make checks payable to NDAC. For further information call, (701) 663-0669/391-1394 - Jim Lawler 

Mastercard/VISA Nameon Card _________ _ _________ _ 

Card # ___________ _ Expiration Date Signature __________ _ _ 

• Registration fee after February 27, 2004 is $85.00. L _____________________________________ ~ 



Buckshot Hoffner (left) graciously accepts a gift from Todd Schwarz (center) and Darrel Pittman (right), both 
members of the Experimental Aircraft Association, during a ceremony celebrating 100 Years of Powered Flight 
recently at Buckstop Junction. The photograph of the old plane will eventually hang in the Capital Aviation hangar 
which was donated by Bob and Lois Watts. 

North Dakota Aviation Quarterly 
P.O. Box 5020 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58502-5020 

We're 
Taking 
Advertising! 
The Quarterly is now ac
cepting advertising from 
its subscribers. Rates 
listed are for a minimum 
of 1 year (4 issues). Sorry, 
no classifieds! 
SlZE RAIE 
1/ 8 page 
1/ 4 page 
1/ 2 page 
Full page 

$136.00 
$255.00 
$476.00 
$816.00 

Send your photo or 
scanned ready copy to: 

North Dakota 
Aviation Quarterly 
Advertising 
P.O. Box 5020 
Bismarck, NO 58502 
Make checks payable to: 
NDA C - Advertising 
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